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Birthday Greetings to Carl Vinson 


Text of the President’s Remarks at a Party Marking 
Representative Vinson’s 85th Birthday. 
November 18, 1968 


Thank you so much for coming here today to help us 
extend birthday greetings to a great American. George 
Christian, anticipating some queries from the press, asked 
me this afternoon how I would characterize this group. I 
started to say, “Friends and admirers of Carl Vinson.” 
But then I realized that if we had all his friends and ad- 
mirers, we probably couldn’t fit them in D.C. Stadium. So 
I guess I'd have to say selected friends and admirers. Few 
public servants have been so honored and so respected in 
their lifetimes as Carl Vinson. And none has deserved it 
more than he. It was just a little over 4 years ago, on the 
eve of his retirement, that I had the privilege of presenting 
to him the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

I want to read to you the citation that went with that 
medal: 

“Master legislative captain, helmsman, and navigator, 
his fixed star has always been the national interest.” 

For half a century, this great and good man graced 
the Congress of the United States. Through our birth 
pangs as a global power, through two terrible World Wars, 
through isolationism and a cold war, through the momen- 
tous first years of the atomic age, he stood like a towering 
rock, lending his voice and his vision to the cause of na- 
tional responsibility. His voice was not always heeded, but 
his vision was never faulty. 

And if the Congress is, as I believe it is, the combined 
product of those who have served in it since it was founded, 
then Carl Vinson will surely go down in history as one of 
those who added more honor to that body than he took 
from it. He belongs with the Clays, the Websters, the 
Calhouns, and the Rayburns as a legislative giant. And 
he is a living legend in Georgia, the State he represented 
so ably and well. On a more personal note, I think every- 
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one here knows the debt that I owe to Carl Vinson. He 
was my Chairman, my tutor, and my friend. And in more 
recent times, he has advised me, he has bolstered me, and 
he has stood by me when it was not always the most 
popular thing to do. Now I could go on and on, singing 
his praises. But if there is anything I learned from Carl 
Vinson, it is brevity. 

So, with your leave, Mr. Chairman, I'll just make one 
more point. Power and greatness seldom carry with them 
the guarantee of affection. But Carl Vinson was the ex- 
ception. For more than 30 years, he was not only one of 
the most powerful men in Washington, but one of the 
most beloved men as well. And we are here today to 
prove it. Happy birthday, Carl, and God bless you. 
Maybe we can all make a pilgrimage to Milledgeville 5 
years from now to celebrate your 90th birthday. Or maybe 
we'll rent D.C. Stadium and really do it up right. 


Water Resources Council 


The President’s Letter to the President of the Senate 
and to the Speaker of the House Transmitting the 
Council’s First Assessment of the Nation’s Water 
Resources. November 18, 1968 


Dear Mr. President: [Dear Mr. Speaker: 


I transmit the first assessment of the Nation’s water 
resources under the Water Resources Planning Act of 
1965. 

A nation that fails to plan intelligently for the develop- 
ment and protection of its precious waters will be con- 
demned to wither because of its shortsightedness. The 
hard lessons of history are clear, written on the deserted 
sands and ruins of once proud civilizations. 

The report I submit today is part of a national effort to 
assure that America will not neglect the management of 
her water resources in the years ahead. It is a sobering re- 


port, challenging our technology and spurring our 
conscience. 
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A paralyzing drought holding 30 million Americans 
in its grip, when the water taps almost ran dry in major 
northeastern Cities... 

Pollution infesting and destroying our most productive 
and scenic waters... 

The nightmare of ravaging floods still hovering over 
too many American communities . . . 

These are some of the stark warnings that nature’s 
abundance cannot be taken for granted. 

These are some of the forceful reminders that a plenti- 
ful and reliable water supply is the elixir of our national 
life and future growth. 

Rapid population growth and economic expansion 
foretell even more complex problems for the future. 


—Expanding economic activity is consuming available 
water supplies in some regions. 

—Some natural resources lie untapped, and opportuni- 
ties for employment and economic expansion go un- 
realized because of lack of water resources. 

—The need for swimming, boating and other recrea- 
tional facilities close to urban centers is growing 
rapidly. 

—Floods still plague many watersheds and downstream 
areas. 

—Erosion from rural and developing urban areas con- 
tinues to wash away our lands and choke streams and 
lakes with sediment. 

—Organic and chemical wastes and heat from our in- 
dustrialized society threaten the purity of streams, 
lakes, and estuaries. 

—Conflicts are widening between the needs to develop 
water resources and to preserve the scenic and nat- 
ural quality of water-related environment. 


These problems only illustrate the need to analyze and 
then to take positive action to assure water resources ade- 
quate to the demands of America’s future. 


That positive action has already begun. The Water 
Resources Planning Act of 1965 created a cooperative 
framework between the Federal Government, States, local 
governments and private enterprise. It established the 
Water Resources Council, a Cabinet-level agency, to de- 
velop unified plans and policies. Under that legislation: 


—I have established four river basin commissions—the 
Pacific Northwest, the Great Lakes, the Souris-Red- 
Rainy, and the New England—to coordinate devel- 
opment of water and related land resources. 

—49 States are participating in comprehensive water- 


resources planning as a result of the matching grant 
program provided by this Act. 


The recently authorized National Water Commission 
will review and advise the Nation on the entire range of 
its water-resource problems. The assessment prepared by 
the Water Resources Council will help the Commission 
in devising more effective water-resource policies. 
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The Water Quality Act of 1965, requiring standards 
and clean-up plans for all interstate and coastal waters, 
establishes a blueprint for future actions. All States 
have submitted water quality standards, and most have 
already been approved. These standards will allow us to 
carry out comprehensive, river-basin pollution control 
plans, coordinating all Federal, State, local and private 
investments to achieve our goals for water quality. 

These landmark legislative actions, together with others 
in recent years, have created the framework for action. 
But this is not enough. 

It is important that we have a composite, national view 
of water problems and needs if we are to attack them in- 
telligently and comprehensively. 

The national assessment I am transmitting is the first 
attempt at this most difficult problem. It represents the 
coordinated efforts of many Federal, State and Regional 
agencies and organizations, working with the Water Re- 
sources Council. This assessment identifies several prob- 
lems requiring priority attention and should serve as a 
basis for further analysis. 

Through such analysis as well as other activity under 
the Water Resources Planning Act we can continually 
assess, plan, and develop our water resources in an in- 
telligent and thoughtful manner. 

Responsible government cannot overlook the im- 
portance of water management to the Nation’s economy 
and health. This assessment merits your close attention. 

Sincerely, 
Lynpon B. JOHNSON. 


NOTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honorable 
Hubert H. Humphrey, President of the Senate, and to the Honorable 
John W. McCormack, Speaker of the House of Representatives. It 
was not made public in the form of a White House press release. 
The report is entitled “The Nation’s Water Resources” (Govern- 
ment Printing Office). 


Medal of Honor 


Announcement of Ceremony for the Presentation of the 
Medal to Five Members of the United States Army. 
November 18, 1968 


The President, in the name of Congress, will present 
the Medal of Honor to five members of the United States 
Army in a ceremony to be held at the White House at 
11:30 a.m., Tuesday, November 19, 1968. 

The five soldiers will be decorated for conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of their lives 
above and beyond the call of duty in Vietnam. 

Sergeant Sammy Lee Davis (then Private First Class) 
is cited for his actions at a fire support base west of Cai 
Lay, Republic of Vietnam, on November 18, 1967, while 
a member of Battery C, 2d Battalion, 4th Artillery, 9th 
Infantry Division. In the early morning hours the fire 
support base came under heavy enemy mortar attack. 
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Simultaneously, an estimated Viet Cong battalion 
launched a fierce ground assault against the base. As the 
attacking enemy drove in very close to the friendly posi- 
tions, Sergeant Davis seized a machine gun and provided 
covering fire for his howitzer crew. Despite his efforts 
the enemy hit the howitzer with a recoilless rifle round 
that hurled the crew from their gun. Sergeant Davis, 
ignoring the enemy fire directed against his position, 
loaded the howitzer repeatedly and fired it point blank at 
the enemy. Twice the howitzer rolled backward knocking 
him over violently. He then picked up an air mattress and 
struck out across the deep river which ran next to his 
position to rescue three wounded comrades on the far 
side. In spite of his inability to swim, and his extensive 
injuries, he protected the men until he could pull them 
across the river. He, refusing medical attention, then 
joined another howitzer crew which fired on the large 
enemy force until they fled. 

Specialist Five Dwight Hal Johnson was serving as a 
tank driver with Company B, 1st Battalion, 69th Armor, 
4th Infantry Division, near Dak To, Republic of Vietnam, 
on January 15, 1968. He was a member of a reaction 
force moving to aid other elements of his platoon which 
were in heavy contact with a battalion-sized North Viet- 
namese force. Specialist Johnson’s tank became immobi- 
lized on reaching the point of contact. Realizing that he 
could do no more as a driver and armed only with a 
pistol, he braved intense hostile fire as he climbed out of 
his tank and killed several enemy before he used up all 
of his ammunition. Returning to his tank through heavy 
enemy small-arms and rocket fire, he got a submachine 
gun and continued his fight against the advancing enemy. 
On running out of ammunition, he killed one of the 
enemy with the stock end of his submachine gun. He then 
climbed into another tank and pulled out a wounded 
comrade and carried him to safety. He returned and as- 
sisted in firing the main gun until it jammed. Armed 
once again with a pistol, he fought his way back to his 
own tank and brought a machine gun to bear on the 
enemy. He remained at this postion until the attack was 
broken. 

Chaplain (Captain) Angelo Joseph Liteky distin- 
guished himself by exceptional heroism on December 6, 
1967, while accompanying Company A, 4th Battalion, 
12th Infantry, 199th Infantry Brigade, on a combat mis- 
sion near Phuoc-Lac, Bien Hoa Province, Republic of 
Vietnam. The company came under intense fire from a 
battalion-size enemy force. Observing two wounded men, 
Chaplain Liteky moved to within 15 meters of an enemy 
machine gun position to reach them, placing himeslf be- 
tween the enemy and the wounded men. During a brief 
respite in the fighting, he dragged the two men to the 
relative safetv of the landing zone. Inspired by his coura- 
geous actions, the company rallied. Chaplain Liteky then 
began moving upright through the enemy fire administer- 
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ing last rites to the dying and evacuting the wounded. 


Noticing another trapped and seriously wounded man, | 


Chaplain Liteky crawled to his aid. Because the man 


was too heavy to carry, the Chaplain placed the man on | 


his chest and crawled back to the landing zone using his 
elbows and heels to push himself along. He returned to 
the action and came upon a man entangled in the dense, 
thorny underbrush. Despite the intense enemy fire directed 
at him, he calmly broke the vines and carried this man 
to the landing zone. On several occasions he braved in- 
tense fire to stand up and direct medical evacuation heli- 
copters into the landing zone. Despite painful wounds in 
the neck and foot, Chaplain Liteky personally carried 
over 20 men to the landing zone for evacuation during 
the fighting. 

Captain (then First Lieutenant) James Allen Taylor 
was serving as executive officer of Troop B, 1st Squadron, 
Ist Cavalry, Americal Division, on November 9, 1967, 
when his troop was engaged in an attack west of Que Son, 
Republic of Vietnam. The troop came under intense fire 
from an enemy strongpoint located immediately to the 
front. One assault vehicle was hit by recoilless riflefire and 
all five crew members were wounded. Aware that the 
vehicle was in danger of exploding, Captain Taylor rushed 
forward and pulled all of the men to safety in spite of the 
enemy fire and exploding ammunition. Within minutes 
another assault vehicle was hit. Captain Taylor pulled 
all of the crewmen to safety moments before the vehicle 
exploded. A bursting mortar round painfully wounded 
him, yet he returned to his vehicle to relocate the medical 
evacuation landing zone closer to the action. Upon arrival 
at the new landing zone, another vehicle was hit and once 
again Captain Taylor rushed forward and removed the 
men to the safety of his vehicle and the medical evacuation 
Site. 


Specialist Four (then Private First Class) Gary George 
Wetzel was serving as a door gunner aboard a helicopter 
of the 173d Assault Helicopter Company, 11th Combat 
Aviation Battalion, near Ap Dong An, Republic of Viet- 
nam, on January 8, 1968. His helicopter, which was part 
of an insertion force, was trapped in a landing zone by 
intense enemy fire. Specialist Wetzel was going to the aid 
of his aircraft commander when he was blown into a rice 
paddy and critically wounded by two enemy rockets. Al- 
though bleeding profusely due to the loss of his left arm 
and severe wounds in his right arm, chest and left leg, 
Specialist Wetzel staggered back to his gun and took the 
enemy under fire. He stayed at his gun until he had elim- 
inated the enemy automatic weapons emplacement that 
had been inflicting heavy casualties on the American 
troops. Refusing to attend to his extensive wounds, he once 
again tried to aid his commander but fainted from the 
loss of blood. Regaining consciousness, he persisted in his 
efforts to rescue his commander. 


NOTE: For the President’s remarks at the presentation ceremony, 
see the following item. 
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Medal of Honor 


The President’s Remarks Upon Presenting the Medal to 
Five Members of the United States Army in a Ceremony 
at the White House. November 19, 1968 


Secretary Resor, General Westmoreland, distinguished 
Members of the Congress, distinguished guests and mem- 
bers of the families: 


Our hearts and our hopes are turned to peace as we 
assemble here in the East Room this morning. All of our 
efforts are being bent in its pursuit. 

But in this company we hear again, in our minds, the 
sound of distant battles. This room echoes once more to 
those words that describe the heights of bravery in war— 
“above and beyond the call of duty.” 

Five heroic sons of America come to us today from 
the tortured fields of Vietnam. They come to remind us 
that so long as that conflict continues, our purpose and 
our hopes rest on the steadfast bravery of young men in 
battle. 

These five soldiers, in their separate moments of su- 
preme testing, summoned a degree of courage that stirs 
wonder and respect and an overpowering pride in all 
of us. 

Through their spectacular courage, they set themselves 
apart in a very select company. They represent the con- 
tribution of more than half a million young Americans 
to a world of order and of peace. 

Other bitter days, and other battles, still lie ahead. I 
cannot emphasize strongly enough that we have not at- 
tained peace—only the possibility of peace. We shall need 
in the days ahead all the courage, all the steadiness, and 
all the wisdom that the brilliant commander of these men, 
General Westmoreland, has evidenced throughout this ter- 
rible ordeal and that these men bring evidence of here 
today. 

Other brave men will be called upon to perform other 
brave acts, before the search for peace yields a settlement 
at the conference table. 

But men like these have brought us the distance that 
we have traveled. And men like these will see us the rest 
of the way. 

Freedom will be forever in their debt. 


And finally, that prize for which all the world hungers 
will be their monument—the work of heroes who stood 
fast, when standing fast was really the only true way to 
a lasting and to an honorable peace. 


Secretary Resor will now read the citations. 


[At this point, Secretary of the Army Stanley R. Resor read the 
citations, the text of which follows:] 


The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
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the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to 


CHapLain (Captain) ANGELO J. LiTEKY 
Unirep States ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 

Chaplain (Captain) Angelo J. Liteky distinguished 
himself by exceptional heroism on 6 December 1967, 
while serving with Company A, 4th Battallion, 12th In- 
fantry, 199th Light Infantry Brigade. He was partici- 
pating in a search and destroy operation near Phuoc-Lac, 
Bien Hoa Province, in the Republic of Vietnam, when 
Company A came under intense fire from a battalion size 
enemy force. Momentarily stunned from the immediate 
encounter that ensued, the men hugged the ground for 
cover. Observing two wounded men, Chaplain Liteky 
moved within fifteen meters of an enemy machine gun 
position to reach them, placing himself between the en- 
emy and the wounded men. When there was a brief 
respite in the fighting, he managed to drag them to the 
relative safety of the landing zone. Inspired by his coura- 
geous actions, the company rallied and began placing a 
heavy volume of fire upon the enemy’s positions. In a mag- 
nificent display of courage and leadership, Chaplain 
Liteky began moving upright through the enemy fire, 
administering last rites to the dying and evacuating the 
wounded. Noticing another trapped and _ seriously 
wounded man, Chaplain Liteky crawled to his aid. Real- 
izing that the wounded man was too heavy to carry, he 
rolled on his back, placed the man on his chest and 
through sheer determination and fortitude crawled back 
to the landing zone using his elbows and heels to push him- 
self along. Pausing for breath momentarily, he returned to 
the action and came upon a man entangled in the dense, 
thorny underbrush. Once more intense enemy fire was di- 
rected at him, but Chaplain Liteky stood his ground and 
calmly broke the vines and carried the man to the landing 
zone for evacuation. On several occasions when the land- 
ing zone was under small arms and rocket fire, Chaplain 
Liteky stood up in the face of hostile fire and personally 
directed the medevac helicopters into and out of the area. 
With the wounded safely evacuated, Chaplain Liteky 
returned to the perimeter, constantly encouraging and in- 
spiring the men. Upon the unit’s relief on the morning 
of 7 December 1967, it was discovered that despite pain- 
ful wounds in the neck and foot, Chaplain Liteky had 
personally carried over twenty men to the landing zone 
for evacuation during the savage fighting. Through his 
indomitable inspiration and heroic actions, Chaplain 
Liteky saved the lives of a number of his comrades and 
enabled the company to repulse the enemy. Chaplain 
Liteky’s actions reflect great credit upon himself and were 
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States 
Army. 

LyNvon B. JoHNSON 
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The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to 


Captain James A. TAYLor 
Unitep STaTes ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 


Captain James A. Taylor (then First Lieutenant), 
Armor, was serving as Executive Officer of Troop B, Ist 
Squadron, 1st Cavalry, on 9 November 1967 in the 
Republic of Vietnam. His troop was engaged in an at- 
tack on a fortified position west of Que Son when it came 
under intense enemy recoilless rifle, mortar, and automatic 
weapons fire from an enemy strong point located immedi- 
ately to its front. One armored cavalry assault vehicle was 
hit immediately by recoilless rifle fire and all five crew 
members were wounded. Aware that the stricken vehicle 
was in grave danger of exploding, Captain Taylor rushed 
forward and personally extracted the wounded to safety 
despite the hail of enemy fire and exploding ammunition. 
Within minutes a second armored cavalry assault vehicle 
was hit by multiple recoilless rifle rounds. Despite the con- 
tinuing intense enemy fire, Captain Taylor moved forward 
on foot to rescue the wounded men from the burning vehi- 
cle and personally removed all the crewmen to the safety 
of a nearby dike. Moments later the vehicle exploded. As 
he was returning to his vehicle, a bursting mortar round 
painfully wounded Captain Taylor, yet he valiantly re- 
turned to his vehicle to relocate the medical evacuation 
landing zone to an area closer to the front lines. As he was 
moving his vehicle, it came under machine gun fire from 
an enemy position not fifty yards away. Captain Taylor 
engaged the position with his own machine gun, killing the 
the three man crew. Upon arrival at the new evacuation 
site, still another vehicle was struck. Once again Captain 
Taylor rushed forward and pulled the wounded from the 
vehicle, loaded them aboard his vehicle, and returned 
them safely to the evacuation site. His actions of unsur- 
passed valor were a source of inspiration to his entire 
troop, contributed significantly to the success of the over- 
all assault on the enemy position, and were directly re- 
sponsible for saving the lives of a number of his fellow 
soldiers. His actions were in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military profession and reflect great credit 
upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 


The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to 


SERGEANT SAMmMy L. Davis 
UnitTep STATES ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
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Sergeant Sammy L. Davis (then Private First Class) 
distinguished himself during the early morning hours of 
18 November 1967 while serving as a cannoneer with 
Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 4th Artillery, 9th Infantry Divi- 
sion, at a remote fire support base west of Cai Lay, Repub- 
lic of Vietnam. At approximately 0200 hours, the fire 
support base came under heavy enemy mortar attack. 
Simultaneously, an estimated reinforced Viet Cong bat- 
talion launched a fierce ground assault upon the fire sup- 
port base. The attacking enemy drove to within twenty- 
five meters of the friendly positions. Only a river separated 
the Viet Cong from the fire support base. Detecting a 
nearby enemy position, Sergeant Davis seized a machine 
gun and provided covering fire for his gun crew, as they 
attempted to bring direct artillery fire on the enemy. De- 
spite his efforts, an enemy recoilless rifle round scored a 
direct hit upon the artillery piece. The resultant blast 
hurled the gun crew from their weapon and blew Sergeant 
Davis into a foxhole. He struggled to his feet and returned 
to the howitzer, which was burning furiously. Ignoring 
repeated warnings to seek cover, Sergeant Davis rammed 
a shell into the gun. Disregarding a withering hail of 
enemy fire directed against his position, he aimed and 
fired the howitzer which rolled backward, knocking Ser- 
geant Davis violently to the ground. Undaunted, he re- 
turned to the weapon to fire again when an enemy mortar 
round exploded within twenty meters of his position, in- 
juring him painfully. Nevertheless, Sergeant Davis loaded 
the artillery piece, aimed and fired. Again he was knocked 
down by the recoil. In complete disregard for his own 
safety, Sergeant Davis loaded and fired three more shells 
into the enemy. Disregarding his extensive injuries and 
his inability to swim, Sergeant Davis picked up an air mat- 
tress and struck out across the deep river to rescue three 
wounded comrades on the far side. Upon reaching the 
three wounded men, he stood upright and fired into the 
dense vegetation to prevent the Viet Cong from advanc- 
ing. While the most seriously wounded soldier was helped 
across the river, Sergeant Davis protected the two remain- 
ing casualties until he could pull them across the river to 
the fire support base. Though suffering from painful 
wounds, he refused medical attention, joining another 
howitzer crew which fired at the large Viet Cong force 
until it broke contact and fled. Sergeant Davis’ conspicu- 
ous gallantry, extraordinary heroism, and intrepidity at 
the risk of his own life, above and beyond the call of duty, 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself and the 
United States Army. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 


The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to 


SPECIALIST Five Dwicht H. JoHNson 
Unitep States ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
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Specialist Five Dwight H. Johnson distinguished him- 
self by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty on 15 January 1968 near 
Dak To, Kontum Province, Republic of Vietnam. On that 
date, Specialist Johnson, a tank driver with Company B, 
Ist Battalion, 69th Armor, 4th Infantry Division, was a 
member of a reaction force moving to aid other elements 
of his platoon, which was in heavy contact with a battal- 
ion size North Vietnamese force. Specialist Johnson’s tank, 
upon reaching the point of contact, threw a track and be- 
came immobilized. Realizing that he could do no more as 
a driver, he climbed out of the vehicle, armed only with 
a .45 caliber pistol. Despite intense hostile fire, Specialist 
Johnson killed several enemy soldiers before he had ex- 
pended his ammunition. Returning to his tank through 
a heavy volume of anti-tank rocket, small arms and auto- 
matic weapons fire, he obtained a submachine gun with 
which to continue his fight against the advancing enemy. 
Armed with this weapon, Specialist Johnson again braved 
deadly enemy fire to return to the center of the ambush site 
where he courageously eliminated more of the determined 
foe. Engaged in extremely close combat when the last of 
his ammunition was expended, he killed an enemy soldier 
with the stock end of his submachine gun. Now weapon- 
less, Specialist Johnson ignored the enemy fire around 
him, climbed into his platoon sergeant’s tank, extricated 
a wounded crew member and carried him to an armored 
personnel carrier. He then returned to the same tank and 
assisted in firing the main gun until it jammed. In a mag- 
nificent display of courage, Specialist Johnson exited the 
tank and again armed only with a .45 caliber pistol, en- 
gaged several North Vietnamese troops in close proximity 
to the vehicle. Fighting his way through devastating fire 
and remounting his own immobilized tank, he rernained 
fully exposed to the enemy as he bravely and skillfully en- 
gaged them with the tank’s externally-mounted .50 caliber 
machine gun, where he remained until the situation was 
brought under control. Specialist Johnson’s profound con- 
cern for his fellow soldiers, his conspicuous gallantry, and 
his intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the military service and reflect great credit upon himself 
and the United States Army. 

Lynvon B. JoHNSON 


The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to 


SPECIALIST Four Gary G. WETZEL 
Unitrep States ArMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 

Specialist Four Gary G. Wetzel (then Private First 
Class), 173d Assault Helicopter Company, distinguished 
himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of his own life, above and beyond the call of 
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duty, near Ap Dong An in the Republic of Vietnam. On 
8 January 1968, Specialist Wetzel was serving as door 
gunner aboard a helicopter which was part of an insertion 
force trapped in a landing zone by intense and deadly 
hostile fire. Specialist Wetzel was going to the aid of his 
aircraft commander when he was blown into a rice paddy 
and critically wounded by two enemy rockets that ex- 
ploded just inches from his location. Although bleeding 
profusely due to the loss of his left arm and severe wounds 
in his right arm, chest, and left leg, Specialist Wetzel 
staggered back to his original position in his gun-well 
and took the enemy forces under fire. His machine gun 
was the only weapon placing effective fire on the enemy 
at that time. Through a resolve that overcame the shock 
and intolerable pain of his injuries, Specialist Wetzel 
remained at his position until he had eliminated the auto- 
matic weapons emplacement that had been inflicting 
heavy casualties on the American troops and preventing 
them from moving against this strong enemy force. Re- 
fusing to attend his own extensive wounds, he attempted 
to return to the aid of his aircraft commander but passed 
out from loss of blood. Regaining consciousness, he per- 
sisted in his efforts to drag himself to the aid of his fellow 
crewman. After an agonizing effort, he came to the side of 
the crew chief who was attempting to drag the wounded 
aircraft commander to the safety of a near-by dike. Un- 
swerving in his devotion to his fellow man, Specialist 
Wetzel assisted his crew chief even though he lost con- 
sciousness once again during this action. Specialist Wetzel 
displayed extraordinary heroism and intrepidity at the risk 
of his own life, above and beyond the call of duty, in his 
efforts to aid his fellow crewmen. His gallant actions were 
in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States 
Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the armed 
forces of his country. 
Lynpon B. JOHNSON ' 


[After presenting the Medals, the President resumed speaking.] 


Someone said some time ago: “How many of these 
things has the President awarded?’ That caused me to 
reflect a little bit about “these things”’—these Medals of 
Honor. 

There are some 414 million people that make up the 
defense of this country—amilitary and civilian. And in the 
history of the Congressional Medal of Honor, there have 
been something like a little over 3,000 awarded. 

This President has awarded, I believe, less than 30. Out 
of 200 million Americans, I have awarded only 30 Con- 
gressional Medals of Honor. 

And to these modest men who never thought that they 
would be here any more than I ever thought I would be 
where I am, I want to remind you of what another Presi- 
dent said upon another occasion: That I would rather 
be able to have that blue band around my neck with the 
Congressional Medal of Honor than to be the President 
of the United States. 

That is an honor that is not accorded to the President. 
Although he occupies the honored position formerly held 
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by Black Jack Pershing and formerly held by George 
Marshall, General Westmoreland, their brilliant com- 
mander, cannot wear that blue ribbon. It goes to a very 
select and special group of men. And you are a part of 
that group. 

So, to you and your families, and on behalf of all the 
people of this country and the free world whom you have 
sought to protect and whose freedom you have tried to 
insure, I say we thank you and we are grateful to you. 

And we are proud of the honor that the Congress has 
authorized to be conferred upon you. 

I hope, and I believe, that your efforts will not have 
been in vain. And as long as Americans love their liberty 
and revere their freedom, they will owe a very special debt 
to you men who wear that blue ribbon and to your 
families. 

We will have a little reception line. I hope to be able 
to thank each of you who have gone through this with 
them too. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in the East Room at the 


White House. For an announcement of the ceremony, see the pre- 
ceding item. 


White House Secretaries 


The President’s Remarks Expressing His Appreciation 
to the Secretaries. November 19, 1968 


I have a lot of consternation and problems here in the 
White House right now because some of the men are hav- 
ing to do their own work. And one of the lawyers just told 
me that he had already talked to three people that he 
never wanted to talk to since you girls left the office. 

At this particular season of the year and prior to our 
going home, Mrs. Johnson and I have reviewed our bless- 
ings many, many times. We have been so thankful for all 
of the good things that have come our way. The Presi- 
dency is a great institution and a powerful office, particu- 
larly when it is used for good and to improve the lives 
of human beings. 

And in our own way, we have tried to use it that way. 

I said one evening, when I was trying to get the Con- 
gress to agree with me during a very turbulent period as- 
sociated with the Selma march, when there were a lot 
of pickets out in front of the White House—there was a 
lot of disturbance throughout the South, and the country 
for that matter—that I never in my fondest dream ever 
thought, back when I was teaching Mexican children 
in a little grade school at Cotulla, that I would ever be 
President or ever be talking to 200 million people by tele- 
vision or addressing the Congress on the subject that I 
was talking to them about that night. 

But I could never forget the memory I had when I was 
teaching those youngsters, seeing the disappointment in 
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their eyes and seeing the quizzical expression on their 
faces when they had come to school that morning, most 
of them without any breakfast, most of them hungry, and 
all the time they seemed to be asking me, “Why don’t 
people like me? Why do they hate me because I am 
brown?” 

So, I was asking the Congress to give me a law that 
would permit everyone to vote regardless of their color. I 
said that I never thought when I was back there in that 
poverty condition in Cotulla that I would ever be Presi- 
dent and have all the power that comes to the President— 
but now that I have it, I am here, and it is a fait accompli, 
I am going to let the Congress in on a little secret. I intend 
to use every bit of it. 

We have tried to use every bit of it for good. You have 
been instruments in that work. 

A man who was running the elevator the other day said, 
“T just don’t know what I am going to do in the next 
few days when I don’t haul you up that elevator.” 

I said, “Well, you will haul someone who is a little 
lighter but it will be the same.” 


When we are gone, someone else will come in and try 
to use the office for the same good purposes. 


But I wanted to expressly thank you girls. When I 
first came to Washington 37 years ago, Mr. Rayburn told 
me that no Member of Congress was any better than his 
secretary. I was a secretary. My shorthand wasn’t very 
good and my typing was not much better. But I filled in as 
secretary for some time. 

I really remembered all through that period what 
Mr. Rayburn had said: ““A Congressman is no better than 
his secretary.” I think that is true of a President. A Presi- 


dent is no better than the sum total of the people who 
work for him. 


I believe that there is one special thing that has come to 
me for which I am grateful. I believe I have had the 
most devoted, the most loyal, the most competent staff 
people that could be assembled in a short period here in 
this place. 

You have weathered storms. You have enjoyed some 
sunshine. You have never complained. You have worked 
around the clock. You have traveled around the world. 
You have made the impossible possible. 


As I was coming in here, I asked one of my experts 
to get me a quotation that my mother used to say to us 
when she had the little family flock around her. I had 
forgotten exactly where it came from or just how it went. 
But I thought of this quotation when she thought of her 
dear ones. She used this expression: “These are my 
jewels.” And it comes from “Anatomy of Melancholy” by 
Robert Burton, 1577-1640. 


“Cornelia kept her in talk till her children came from 
school, and these, said she, are my jewels.” 

So to you five dozen or so young ladies, although I 
really haven’t had the time to tell you every day how 
proud I was of you or how grateful I am to you or how 
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much and how well you have served your country and 
your President, I did want you to know today before we 
break up that these are “‘my jewels.” I shall always treasure 
your loyalty, your diligence, your love of country, and 
what you have done for it. 

There is a little box here that I will have given to you 
either today or later if I can get it in time. It is a Presi- 
dential charm. You don’t need to be frightened. You can 
wear it in any administration. It is a symbol of the office 
and not the man. 

But I just wondered where that word “charm” came 
from. I have heard of the girls who were charming. I 
went into look at Webster’s definition of charm. Juanita 
and Mary and all of them had left. I couldn’t even find 
the dictionary and, finally, I found one. I took it out 
and all the other books fell down. It is going to take some- 
one a long time to put them back. 

But I had a little Presidential charm made up, What 
it is is a bracelet, something like the one that she has there 
on her arm. You will see it. I want you to take this bracelet 
and have my initials and your initials put on it along with 
this date because Webster’s says, “A charm is to ward off 
evil”—a little late to be giving it to you—“and to insure 
good luck.” 
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If there is any group here that I want to ward off evil 
and to insure good luck, it is this group. 

This charm will be given to you in behalf of all of us 
in this First Family as a little token of our appreciation 
for what you have done. 

I said to the telephone operators the other day that they 
were my “first line of defense and offense.” They have 
served me at every hour of the night and morning com- 
petently and well. I can say that of you, too. 

Maybe I can’t thank you on behalf of Lyn like I did 
the telephone operators. I said, “Mrs. Johnson and I have 
relied on you to bring us the word of disaster or delight, 
whichever it happened to be, in the world, But Lyn has 
relied on you just for delight.” When he comes he has all 
the telephone operators going at one time when he takes 
the phones off the hook. 

I want to thank you on behalf of Mrs. Johnson, our 
daughters, our granddaughter, and Lyn for the wonderful 
things you have done for us. 

God bless you and happy landing to all of you. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:19 p.m. in the Fish Room at the 
White House, where he met with the secretaries for picture-taking. 
For the President’s remarks to the White House telephone opera- 


tors, see p. 1628 of this issue. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 





NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE 


The President’s Remarks at the Annual Equal Opportunity Awards Dinner in 


New York City. November 19, 1968 


Mr. Linen, Mr. Young, directors and members of the National Urban 


League, ladies and gentlemen: 


I wanted to come here tonight, not only to join you in paying tribute 
to an old friend and his fellow award winners, but to reaffirm my dedica- 
tion to equal human rights in America. 

A good many of you have sat by my side during the past 5 years and 
have tried to help me as I tried to keep America moving toward the 
only destiny that is worthy of her greatness—as a just and prosperous 
Nation, where opportunity is open to all. 

I remember those hours—some bright with promise and some 
shadowed by tragedy. But all of them were filled with challenge to those 
of us who sought one America—one hopeful, free America, from which 
bigotry is banished and from which the races of man have learned 


tolerance and mutual respect. 


There was the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the struggle to write 
into law each American’s right to a job, to equal treatment in public 
places, to justice in the expenditure of public funds. Many of you were 


there in that struggle. 


Then there was Selma, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 that grew 
out of it. Many of you joined me in saying that despite the blind anger 
of some men and the apathy of other men, we shall overcome. 
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Then there were the riots of 1965, 1966, and 1967, when frustration 
turned into violence, and racists of both colors called for an Armageddon 
in which our dreams—as well as our cities—would go up in smoke. Many 
of you denounced that suicidal course, and called upon our great Nation 
to turn from self-destruction to self-renewal. 

Then there was the Fair Housing Act of 1968 when at last we 
declared that Americans were not to be cordoned off against their will 
in racial ghettos. 

Throughout this time, there were moments of grief, as when a great 
civil rights leader was shot down and his voice forever lost. 


—Moments of doubt, when it appeared that many of our people 
would respond to the racists and the demagogues who played upon 
their resentments and fears. 

—And moments of achievement and hope when great numbers of 
Negroes began voting all through the South, when black incomes 
began rising, when some of the highest offices in government 
including the Supreme Court and the Cabinet, were occupied for 
the first time by Negro Americans. 


Many of you were there in the White House with me, at those 
moments. And many others of you were out in the cities—in the board 
rooms, in the personnel offices, at the editorial desks, in city halls, in the 
councils of labor—urging your fellow Americans to break down the bars 
that separate black Americans from a share in the common good. 

Nothing that we have done in these years would have really been 
achieved without you. 

Nothing that must be done in the years ahead can be achieved 
without you. 


And if you are inclined—after these years of struggle and success 
in winning legal rights for all Americans—to rest for a while, consider 
where you are resting: 


—With nonwhite incomes rising, but still only 60 percent of white 
incomes. 

—With the number of nonwhite families earning $8,000 a year, 
almost doubling in the past 5 years, but with one family in three 
still living in poverty tonight. 

—With unemployment among nonwhite married men less than half 
of what that unemployment was 5 years ago, but with one teenager 
in four looking tonight for work and being unable to find it. 


—With the number of Negro professionals, white-collar workers, 
and craftsmen rising sharply, but with opportunities for millions 
still limited just to menial and custodial jobs. 

—wWith mortality rates for Negro babies falling, but still it is three 
times those for white babies. 

—With millions of Negro fathers better able to care for their families, 
but with one family in four headed by the mother—more than 
that in many ghetto areas. 


So, it is true, we have come a long way. We have made a lot of 
verbal commitments. We have even changed a great many lives already 
for the better. But we are nowhere, nowhere in sight of where we must 
be before we can rest. 
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Not when Cliff Alexander tells me that out of 4,200 New York 
| businesses reporting to his Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, 
27 percent had no Negro employees at all working for them. And 43 per- 
| cent had no Negro white-collar workers. Forty-five percent had no Puerto 

Rican employees. Even some of our most insistent voices for human 
rights—in the fourth estate—had few, or no minority group Americans 
in any positions of responsibility. 

I know that many of you here tonight are changing that picture, 
and others want to see a change. I believe that it must be changed—if 
this country is ever going to make it. 

Back in the 1930's, we used to hear the opposition talk about “prop- 
| erty rights” each time a proposal came up to establish a minimum wage, 

or to give labor the right to collective bargaining, or to try to control the 
| spread of monopolies. 

Well, I think some of us have sounded too cavalier in our response 
| to that argument about property rights. For property rights are precious 

and they are necessary rights in our democratic society. 
| What we really objected to all along was that not enough people had 
property rights—because not enough people had property. 

So what we have all been trying to do in these past 2 years is to 
increase the number of property holders and to increase the size of what 
they hold. 

If we have planted one idea in the American consciousness I hope it 
is this: 

Every man, woman and child has at least one property right. It is 

the right to opportunity. 

The task of government, business, and labor of the news media, of 
the schools, and of the organizations like the Urban League, is to protect 

and to extend that right—to make it just as real for the child of Harlem 
as it is for the child of the most prosperous suburb. 

When we break the barriers to his father’s promotion, we do that. 

When we put some living color into our TV ads, we do that. 
[Laughter] 

} When we expand our economy and when we resist those voices who 
call for a little more unemployment as medicine for inflation, we do that. 

When we insist that the programs that we have begun be supplied 


with funds, and the rights that we have written together be enforced, 
we do that. 


I promise you one thing. For as long as I live, I shall remain joined 
with you in fighting for that right to opportunity. 

Back in March 1965 when they were parading in front of the White 
House and when they were marching in Selma, one day I decided I would 
go to the Congress that night and ask for the privilege of addressing a 
joint session on the television networks of this Nation in order to ask for 
} the right to vote for all the people of America. 

As I was flying up here this evening, I thought I would just remake a 
part of that speech that I made in March 1965." I said: “So we want 
to open the gates to opportunity. But we are also going to have to give all 





* See “Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, Lyndon B. Johnson, 
1965,” Item 107, p. 286. 


— 
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of our people, black and white, the health that they need to walk through 
those gates. 


“My first job after college was as a teacher in a little town, in Cotulla, 
Texas, in a small Mexican-American school. Few of my students could 
even speak English. And I regret to say I could not speak any Spanish. 
My students were poor and they often came to class without any break- 
fast, hungry. 

“They knew even in their youth the pain of prejudice. They never 
seemed to know why people disliked them—they just knew they did. 
But they knew it was so, because I could see it every morning in their eyes. 

“T often walked home late in the afternoon, after school was out 
and the classes were finished, when the children had left the playground. 
All of the time I was wishing, wishing there was more that I could find 
it possible to do. But all I knew was to teach them the little that I did 
know, hoping that it might help them against the hardships that they 
would face afterwards in life.” 

“Somehow,” I said to the Members of Congress, “you never forget 


what poverty and hatred can do when you see its scars on the hopeful 
face of a young child.” 


I went on to the Congress: “I never thought then, in 1928, that I 
would be standing here in 1965. It never occurred to me, never, never in 
my fondest dreams, that some day I would be President and that I might 
have the chance to help the sons and daughters of those students that 
I taught, and to help people like them all over this country.” 

Then I said to the Congress: “Tonight I am President, and tonight 
I do have the chance and tonight I am going to let you in on a little secret. 
I have that chance and they say the President’s office is the most powerful 
office in the land. And I’m going to let you in on this secret: I am going 
to make the most of this chance and I am going to use every bit of the 
power that I have to see that these wrongs are righted. 

“This is the richest and this is the most powerful nation in all the 
world.” 

I feel tonight like Winston Churchill is reputed to have felt one time 
when the little ladies of the Temperance Union came in the closing days 
of World War II to complain to the Prime Minister about his drinking 
habits. The spokesman said, “Mr. Prime Minister, we are told that if all 
the brandy that you have drunk throughout this war were poured into 
this room it would come up to about here.” 

The Prime Minister looked at the floor, looked to the little lady’s 
hand measuring about half the room, and then looked at the ceiling and 
said: “My dear little lady, so little have I done.” 

Then he looked at the ceiling and said: “So much I have yet to do.” 

So as we look back over the 5 years that we have traveled this road 
and all that we have tried to do and those little things that we have done, 


we all, like Prime Minister Churchill, recognize that so little have we 
done, but so much we all have yet to do. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10 p.m. in the New York Hilton Hotel in New York City. 
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Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to 602d Fighter Squadron, 
Pacific Air Forces. November 20, 1968 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation to the 602d Fighter Squadron, Pacific Air Forces. 

The citation is for extraordinary gallantry in connec- 
tion with military operations against an opposing armed 
force in the Republic of Vietnam from 12 April 1967 to 
30 July 1967. 

The citation accompanying the award cited the mem- 
bers of this squadron for killing approximately 2,000 
enemy troops, destroying a host of automatic weapons, 
and assisting in the rescue of 25 friendly aircrew members 
from hostile territory. 

The citation follows: 


CirATION To ACCOMPANY THE 
AWARD OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL Unir CITATION 
TO THE 
602p FicHTER SQUADRON 


The 602d Fighter Squadron, Pacific Air Forces, dis- 
tinguished itself by extraordinary heroism in connection 
with military operations against opposing armed forces 
in Southeast Asia from 12 April 1967 to 30 July 1967. 
During this period, the pilots of the 602d Fighter Squad- 
ron flew approximately 400 sorties a month in the ac- 
complishment of their diverse and extremely hazardous 
mission. Despite a formidable array of defenses, the 
Squadron was responsible for the safe recovery of 25 air- 
crew members, approximately 2,000 enemy troop losses, 
and the destruction of 120 trucks, numerous buildings, and 
a host of antiaircraft weapons. Through their extraordi- 
nary heroism, superb airmanship, and aggressiveness in 
the face of the enemy, members of the 602d Fighter 
Squadron reflected the highest credit upon themselves 
and the United States Air Force. 


Meeting With the Vice President-Elect 


Remarks to Reporters by the President and 
Governor Spiro T. Agnew Following Their Meeting 
at the White House. November 20, 1968 


Tue Preswent. I think you know that following the 
Republican Convention I asked the Republican nominee 
for President, Mr. Nixon, and Governor Agnew, the 
nominee for Vice President, to come by the ranch. 

I reviewed with them some of our problems in gov- 
ernment and some of the critical situations that the 
country faces. I gave them a general briefing as I had 
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done with the Vice President and Mr. Muskie before 
that. 

Following the election, I arranged for the President- 
elect to come here and spend some time and to review 
some of these problems. I asked Governor Agnew to come 
at his convenience, about the same time. He told me 
that he would like to do that and would let me know 
some day that would be mutually convenient to us. He 
had worked that out with my Appointments Secretary, 
Mr. Jones, and we set 5:30 today. 

We have gone through some of the offices and I have 
introduced him to my principal assistants and described 
their duties. 

I have reviewed the areas of the world where we have 
problems, of course: Vietnam in some detail, Paris nego- 
tiations, the Middle East, Eastern Europe, the monetary 
conference that is taking place today in Bonn, and other 
matters. 

Governor Agnew has asked some questions and pur- 
sued some of these areas by asking for a little further 
information which I have tried to give him. 

At the conclusion of our general briefing, I talked 
to him about my experiences as Vice President and the 
time I was privileged to serve in that office. I told him 
the things I liked about it and the things I didn’t like 
about it. I assured the Governor that Mrs. Johnson and 
I wanted to be as helpful as we could to both him and 
Mrs. Agnew and to members of their staff, because many 
things are expected of the Vice President and his lines 
of authority and responsibilities and duties are not always 
clearly seen or appreciated by many of us. It is a very 
high and responsible office. 


In recent years, it has taken on many more duties. We 
want to do anything we can to help in the transition and 
help afterwards. 

As a Governor, Governor Agnew was active in meet- 
ings with the President and was my personal appointee on 
the Inter-Government Relations Commission as one of 
the Republican Governors. He cooperated fully and 
always had the national interest in mind. 


We have a very friendly relationship and I want to 
see that continue through the years. 


We have a meeting with the veterans organizations 
this afternoon, which you all will want to attend, and 
I have asked the Governor to join us if he can spare a few 
moments from other engagements which he has. 

That is about the extent of our meeting. That covers, 
I think, everything we have talked about. I have assured 
him that Governor Daniel, the Secretary of State, who 
talks to Governor Agnew at times, whenever he chooses 
to call him, and Secretary Clifford will be available to 
him to give him any information he wants. 

I brought him up to date on our briefings with Mr. 
Murphy. I told him how pleased we were that Mr. 
Murphy was here and how well he is fitting in with 
the American team, the Government, at this time. He 
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is being helpful to us, and helpful to you. I reviewed what 
he was doing and brought him up to date. 


Governor, would you like to say something? 


GoveRNor AGNEW. First of all, I want to make it clear 
that I did not come here seeking any specific informa- 
tion in any particular area. 

I primarily came to seek the counsel of a man I have 
always admired and respected and to receive any infor- 
mation that he thought might be helpful to me, whether 
it happened to be of a current nature or whether it simply 
involved his evaluation of the responsibilities of the Vice 
Presidency. 

We have had such a meeting and as the President has 
indicated, he has given me, very quickly and very ef- 
ficiently an overall feel for what is going on in the world 
at the moment and what is critical. 

In addition to that, on a very warm personal basis— 
because I have always felt this way about the President— 
we have had some exchanges about the responsibilities 
of the Vice Presidency and what his experience with it 
has been. I think this has been very helpful to me. I hope 
that I can continue to seek his counsel in the future, be- 
cause I don’t think there is anyone in American politics 
today who has the breadth and the depth of experience 
in the Federal Government that the President has. 

I will attend the veterans ceremony and I appreciate 
your inviting me, Mr. President. I am looking forward 
to getting into these duties as quickly as I can. 

I am dividing my time about 50—50 between the Gov- 
ernor’s office and the transition period, at the present time, 
and I have profited by my brief conversations with some 
of the President’s staff people here today. I hope that my 
staff people will be able to get additional information as 
they require it from some of these people and I am sure 
that will be true. 

That is about it. 

THE PRESIDENT. President Kennedy gave me an op- 
portunity, I think, to carry some additional work when 
I was Vice President, which I appreciated very much. 
I tried to do the same thing with Vice President 
Humphrey. 

No man ever gave a President more help or cooperated 
better than my Vice President. 

I know from what President-elect Nixon has said and 
having been Vice President himself, he will understand 
that the office and all we want to do is to help both the 
President and the Vice President to be brought up to 
date on what we are doing and what the Nation is doing 
and what problems they will have—and they will have 
many of them. 


Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. in his office at the White 
House. 

As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 
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Veterans Organizations 


The President’s Remarks to the Organizations’ Leaders 
Upon Presenting Awards to Members of the 
U.S. Veterans Advisory Commission. 


November 20, 1968 


Governor Agnew, Mr. Driver, Senator Long, Chairman 
Teague, most distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


The distinguished Vice President-elect had an appoint- 
ment with me at 5:30. We have been on a trip around 
the world reviewing the situation in Vietnam, the Middle 
East, Europe, Eastern Europe, and this hemisphere. 

I asked him if he would be kind enough to delay some 
of his engagements a little later in the evening and join 
us at this very special meeting of veterans organizations. 

As you know, the Vice President-elect was a company 
commander in World War II in the Army. He has had a 
sc.i in Vietnam in the Navy. And he has an intense inter- 
est in veterans affairs and will have an opportunity for 4 
years to work with all these groups and I am so glad that 
he could come here and meet all of you. 

This evening we near the end of a long journey. 

When we first met in this historic East Room 4 years 
ago, I, as President, asked for your help. The splendid 
way that you have met that muster has helped make our 
Nation stronger, and I think it has brought a new day for 
the veterans of our country. 

If I may, I would like to reflect for a moment on what 
our working together has meant for the Nation. Because 
of men like Senator Long, Chairman Teague, Senator 
Yarborough, Senator Kennedy, and our own beloved 
Bill Driver, the Veterans Administrator, and with your 
help, particularly the leaders of your organizations, since 
that meeting 4 years ago, we have passed 22 major laws 
to help the veterans of our country. Now, that is twice the 
pace of a decade before. 

The signatures on those 22 major laws are dry to- 
night. All of the ceremonies that we had in signing them 
are over, but across the length and breadth of this great 
country of ours, those laws have enriched the lives of 
millions of people who sacrificed for us. Now, what do 
they mean? What do those laws mean? 

They mean education. Almost a million veterans have 
found a fresh start in life through the G.I. education bill 
that you congressional leaders passed, and that your vet- 
erans organizations supported. 

Those laws mean homes, homes for people, for families. 
They mean homes for a returning veteran who finally 
now can fulfill his dream of home ownership because you 
increased the G.I. loan guarantees. 

Those laws mean good medical care. Our veterans in 
this country get the finest medical care in the world and 
I am proud, Congressman Teague and Mr. Long and Mr. 
Driver, that we can say that and you three men have a 
great responsibility for it and I thank you. 
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Those laws mean better security. The pensions have 
been increased. The protection against loss has been 
increased. 

The disabled veteran gets a bigger monthly check now 
than he did when we first met here. 


So in these years, we have done something even more. 
No longer must the veteran come to his Government to 
search for his benefits. Mr. Driver, with your encourage- 
ment, has seen to it that his Government seeks him out— 
it goes out to his separation center. It goes out to his hospi- 
tal bed if he is wounded. It goes out even on the battle- 
field in Vietnam. And Mr. Driver and Chairman Teague 
and a number of the Members of Congress have been 
there many times on these problems and have brought 
me first-hand reports. And then we follow through on 
him when he gets back here to his own community. 

If the veteran needs America, America needs the veteran 
more. It needs him in the schools. It needs him tonight in 
our police departments. It needs him in the community 
services in every part of the country. 

Our journey together is almost ended, but the work 
is not yet done. One good day—and we pray it will be 
soon—those men who stand in our defense in Vietnam 
tonight will stack their arms. For them, the homes and 
the classrooms and the jobs must be waiting. 

So this is the shape of the work ahead. And I am so 
glad that we are working out plans where the discharged 
veteran can come back and go into our schoolroom and 
by precept and example lead our young children. He can 
go in and put on a police uniform and can give the same 
protection to our people here at home that he has given 
them abroad. 


The blueprint for much of that work has already been 
laid down by the Veterans Advisory Commission which 
we want to especially honor here tonight. This Commis- 
sion has served the veteran—but they have also served 
his Nation. And on behalf of all of that grateful 
Nation, I want to present awards to this Commission, to 
Chairman McCurdy, and the other members of the 
Commission. 


But before I leave, I want to tell you, there are so 
many nice things happening to us these days. I am sure 
this is just by chance, but the two nicest things that hap- 
pened to me today other than the visit we have had, was 
a long letter that I got from Tiger Teague reviewing the 
work that we have done together for the veterans for 
the 5 years that I have been in office. It was so good that 
I read it a second time. And I think I will come in to- 
night and say to Mrs. Johnson, “Lady Bird, listen, I want 
you to hear what Tiger has to say about me.” 

Because I don’t have to remind her to read what peo- 
ple have to say about me. She can do that without being 
coached. 

Then Senator Long called me today. He handles the 
veterans matters in the Senate. He told me of some of 
the things that we have done together. So, this is a very 
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especially heartwarming day for us and we want to 
share it with all of you. 

Just as your men and you have volunteered your life 
to serve this flag, we appreciate what you are doing here 
tonight to serve the men who serve us. 


[At this point, the President presented the awards and then resumed 
speaking.] 


I think you might be interested in what this says. This 
is a commendation that was presented to Mr. Claude 
Callegary in recognition of the leadership that he has 
rendered as a member of the United States Veterans Ad- 
visory Commission. “By your efforts you have earned the 
appreciation of the veterans of this nation. The favorable 
response which has greeted the report is reflected in the 
action of the Congress which swiftly enacted into law 
many Commission recommendations. You have com- 
pleted a difficult task in a manner which has brouhgt 
credit to you and to our country.” 


Mrs. Johnson and I thank all of you for coming. We 
will go into the Blue Room for the receiving line, and 
we hope that you can spend some time visiting with us 
and among each other. Although this will probably be our 
last time together, officially—in January there will be a 
President who is a veteran and a Vice President who is a 
veteran and both the outgoing President and the out- 
going Vice President will be working with them to try 
to pay due honor and see that due justice is done to all 
the veterans of this country. 


Thank all of you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 6:42 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 


The President presented awards to the following members of the 
Commission: Andy Borg, Superior, Wis.; Claude Callegary, Balti- 
more, Md.; Ted C. Connell, Killeen, Texas; Melvin T. Dixon, 
Dunedin, Fla.; Ralph Hall, Wheaton, Md.; Col. Herbert Houston, 
Chattanooga, Tenn.; Melvin Jacobsen, Reno, Nev.; Eldon James, 
Hampton, Va.; Robert McCurdy, Pasadena, Calif.; William M. 
Rice, Arvada, Colo.; Col. Warren A. Robinson, San Pedro, Calif. ; 
and, Pete Wheeler, Atlanta, Ga. 


National Water Commission 


Text of the President’s Remarks at a White House 
Meeting With the Commission. November 21, 1968 


I am so pleased you could come here this morning. 
I wanted to speak to you for a few minutes before you 
have your first meeting. 


On March 8, I sent a message to the Congress, in which 
I said that “We will not have served the water needs of 
Americans if we meet only the requirements of today’s 
population. A prudent nation must look ahead and plan 
for tomorrow.” 


It will be up to you gentlemen to be the eyes into the 
future for all Americans. 
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We can already predict our needs. For instance, we 
know that in 1965 we were using 348 billion gallons of 
water a day, and we can estimate that by the year 2020 
that figure will have more than quadrupled. 

America was blessed with an abundance of water, but 
not so much that we can afford to continue squandering 
it—through waste and pollution and misuse. 

So you will have to help us find ways to preserve this 
most precious natural resource—not just for this century, 
but for the next, and the ones after that. 

Working closely with Federal, State, and private agen- 
cies, you must tell us: 


—where the faults lie in existing programs; 

—how we can best use our lakes and rivers for the 
benefit of all our countrymen; and 

—which plans for the reuse of water and for aug- 
menting existing supplies are most feasible. 


And you must do this not in the narrow context of 
gallons-per-day, but in the larger context of protecting 
and enhancing the total human environment. 

Water has played a greater part in my life than almost 
any other force of nature. I have seen cattle die and 
families ruined for lack of it. I have seen livelihoods laid 
waste by its uncontrolled fury. 

I know just how much we have to thank you for your 


willingness to give your energy and your wisdom to this 
vital Commission. 


Commission To Study Mortgage 
Interest Rates 


Announcement of Appointment of Chairman and 
Members to the Commission. November 21, 1968 


President Johnson today named five experts in the field 
of housing and finance to a 15-member bipartisan com- 
mission on mortgage interest rates which was established 
by the Congress in recent legislation. 

The Congress found that the national goal of “a 
decent home” for every family cannot be reached without 
an adequate supply of mortgage credit at fair rates. Under 
the law, this commission is to report by April 1, 1969, on 
how to keep mortgage credit available at reasonable costs. 

The availability of mortgage credit is critical in assisting 
low- and moderate-income families—who are now eligible 
to become homeowners under the 1968 Housing Act— 
to purchase homes. 


The commission will examine: 


—the need for statutory or administrative controls over 
interest rates on Government-assisted mortgages. 

—the appropriate level of interest rates to enable low- 
and moderate-income families to afford decent hous- 
ing. 
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—ways to assure an adequate supply of credit to pro- 
duce the expanded volume of housing required to 
meet the goals recommended by the President and 
embodied in the new Housing Act. 


—the changes that might be needed—institutional, 
legislative, administrative—to encourage financial 
institutions to make available a larger share of capital 
funds for home financing. 


Named as Chairman of the commission is James S. 
Duesenberry, professor of Economics at Harvard Univer- 
sity and a former member of the President’s Council of 


Economic Advisers. The other Presidential appointees 
are: 


Dr. Ottver H. Jones, of Silver Spring, Md., Senior Director, 
Mortgage Bankers Association. 


Saut B. Kiaman, of Stamford, Conn., Vice President and Chief 
Economist, National Association of Mutual Savings Banks. 

NATHANIEL H. Rose, of Washington, D.C., Executive Vice Presi- 
dent, National Association of Home Builders. 


Garry A. Weser, of Dallas, Texas, senior member of brokerage 
firm of Weber, Hall, Cobb & Caudle, Inc. 


The other 10 members of the commission are from the 
Senate and House of Representatives. The act provides 
that the following Members of the Congress, by virtue of 
the positions they hold, shall serve on the commission: 


SENATOR JoHN J. SpARKMAN of Alabama, Chairman, and 
SenAToR WALLACE F. BenNneEtTT of Utah, ranking minority mem- 
ber, of the Senate Banking and Currency Committee. 


REPRESENTATIVE WricHT PATMAN of Texas, Chairman, and 
REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAM B. WipNALL of New Jersey, ranking 
minority member, of the House Banking and Currency Committee. 


REPRESENTATIVE Ouin E. TreAcue of Texas, Chairman, and 
REPRESENTATIVE E. Ross Apair of Indiana, ranking minority 
member, of the House Veterans Affairs Committee. 


In addition, Senator THomaAs J. McIntyre of New Hampshire 
and SENATOR Epwarp W. Brooke of Massachusetts were ap- 
pointed by the President of the Senate, and REPRESENTATIVE 
Leonor K. SuLtivan of Missouri and REPRESENTATIVE WILLIAM 


E. Brock of Tennessee were appointed by the Speaker of the 
House. 


NOTE: The commission was established by Public Law 90-301 
(82 Stat. 114). 


National Council on the Arts 


The President’s Remarks at a White House Reception 
for the Council. November 21, 1968 


Members of the Arts Council, ladies and gentlemen: 


Mrs. Johnson and I have very much wanted to meet 
with the National Council on the Arts at least one last 
time to thank each of you from the bottom of our hearts 
for all that you have done to help your country. 


As you all, I am sure, realize and as Mr. Stevens im- 


plied, artists and politicians have not always been too 
comfortable together. 
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One American President once looked at a painting and 
handed down this judgment. “If that’s art,” he said, “I’m 
a Hottentot.” 

But the American people—thank Heaven—do not ask 
their Presidents to be art critics. They have many assign- 
ments, but that is not one. 

But the American people do, I think, have a right to 
expect of their President that he will encourage the arts; 
that he will foster, in every way he can, the inventive spirit 
of his people. And that we have tried to do in our small 
way. 

These years have been years of excitement and con- 
troversy and I think a great deal of constructive activity 
in our country. Some of the liveliest activity, of course, 
has been in the arts—in the communities across the land; 
in the theaters and the galleries, the concert halls, and in 
our schools. 

Part of that activity may be traced directly to the new 
commitment of government to the arts. Much of it, I am 
sure, can be traced to leadership such as Mr. Stevens’, 
and to your dedication and to your enthusiasm. 

I think that I know few men in public life that are 
deserving of more credit for service above and beyond the 
call of duty than Roger Stevens. I never thought that I 
would have the deep affection for him that I have after 
his wife harassed me with several thousand letters at one 
time about animals. 


But I think now that Roger Stevens may be just the 
perfect public servant. Somehow or other he loves to do 
the impossible—and most of us think he does it very 
well. 

I like the record of achievement that he has written. 
In the twilight of our career here in Washingion, the end 
of some 37 years, we have reviewed in retrospect—looked 
back at what has taken place and summarized some of 
the record and some of the things that we have gloried in, 
the achievements, and some of the disappointments. They 
have been legion. 

But Sunday I went out and spent some time with a 
very great lady who was the father and the mother of 
Federal education, Mrs. Eugene Meyer. And when she 
first started harassing me about Federal aid to education— 
I use that word tenderly and affectionately, “harass- 
ing”—we had about six education bills on the statutes 
of our land. 

I presented her a little “thought” Sunday—that I am 
going to give her—60 pens that represent the pens with 
which I have signed 60 pieces of legislation on education. 

In the health field, we had a Surgeon General, and 
that was about all we had done for health, the Pure Food 
and Drug Act, that wasn’t enforced. 

But today, more than 20 million people are getting 
Medicare. And we have more than four dozen health acts 
that represent a quadrupling of activity and expenditure 
in the field of health that we are very, very proud of. 
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In conservation, we had 188 years of Government and 
we have 176 national parks. For the first time, we are 
putting more back into the public domain than we are 
taking out. 

Theodore Roosevelt was a great conservation Presi- 
dent. He had 19 parks brought in in the early part of this 
century. Up until that time, we only had four for the 
whole Federal Government. 


But now, we have 176. Franklin Roosevelt added 36 in 
his 12 years. But our people have been so conscious for 
the last 5 years of how much we need recreational activity 
and the playgrounds for our children that of the 176, we 
have added 46. During that 5 years, almost 700 million 
people have visited those areas because we have added 
them not out in Wyoming and Colorado and Arizona— 
lovely as those places are, and much as we want to go 
there and we can go there if we have got a vacation of 3 
or 4 weeks, long enough to go out there and take mother 
and the children with us in the car—but we are putting 
them now at Fire Island and Assateague, close to the 
population centers. 

All of those things I am proud of. But I don’t want to 
take much time. 


I want to just conclude by saying that we have had 
meetings on education, on health, on conservation and on 
20 consumer measures that we have passed. And, yester- 
day, we had a meeting in here on the 22 measures that we 
have passed for our veterans—such as the GI education 
bill where hundreds of thousands are going through col- 
lege when they return and take off their uniforms—22 
major veterans bills. 


But I am not sure that the thing that I don’t appreciate 
most and doesn’t mean the most to me is a letter I got 
from Roger Stevens that I almost had to read coming 
down the dark passageway over here this evening that 
summarized really what he had done and what you have 
done in the last 5 years. 


I haven’t had a chance to get a copy of it mimeo- 
graphed or even photostated. I just saw it because I 
have been an hour late and several dollars short for some 
time around here. And the Budget Bureau has been meet- 
ing on next year’s budget all afternoon. 


I just couldn’t keep my time within the limits I had 
set. But I do want to get a copy of that. And if there is any 
way of getting it reprinted, I want each of you to have it 
because I think the American people and all of the people 
who love and appreciate beauty owe a debt to Roger 
Stevens—and those of you that make up this Council, 
associated with him, who have undertaken this adventure 
who have pioneered this course and who have done a job 
above and beyond the call of duty. 


Thank you, Mr. Stevens. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:36 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. For the text of Mr. Stevens’ letter to the President, 
see the following item. 
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National Council on the Arts 


Letter to the President From the Chairman of the 
November 21, 1968 


Council. 


Dear Mr. President: 


Today marks the last meeting of the National Council 
on the Arts during your Administration. It is an appro- 
priate moment, I think, to take note of some of the hopeful 
beginnings which have been made by the Council—and 
also to note many other efforts to enrich the arts and 
culture during the past few years. 

If it is true that the essential character of a nation is 
revealed in its arts and culture, it must be said that energy 
has characterized our people in these years. So many 
things deserving praise have happened—though it is 
possible to list only a few, they suggest the enormous 
breadth and range of cultural activity in America today: 


— The National Council on the Arts was established 
by law in 1964, and authorized to develop a plan 
for the Federal role in the arts. 

— The National Foundation on the Arts and Humani- 
ties was established in September 1965: the first 
Federal agency in our history designed specifically 
to support the growth of all the arts throughout the 
Nation. 

— A major new Arts and Humanities Program was 
authorized for the Office of Education. Major legis- 
lation such as the Elementary and Secondary Ed- 
ucation Act of 1965, made funding possible for 
projects in this field. 

— The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts was authorized in January, 1964, and con- 
struction is well along. 

— The National Museum Act of 1966 provided for 
programs of museum training, research, surveys 
and publications. 

— The Corporation for Public Broadcasting, author- 
ized in November, 1967, will encourage the devel- 
opment of noncommercial radio and television for 
the benefit of all our citizens. 

— The Federal Government has acquired the Joseph 
H. Hirshhorn collection of 6000 paintings, draw- 
ings and sculpture—with a value estimated over 
$25 million—and a site on the Mall has been 
secured for this new museum. 

— Ford’s Theatre was reconstructed and opened in 
1967 suitable for live performances. 

— Asa result of Federal support and encouragement, 
nearly all of the states have developed their own 
programs in the arts. 

— Over 300,000 children have been involved in a 
Laboratory Theatre Project for school children car- 
ried out by the Arts Endowment and the Office of 
Education in Los Angeles, New Orleans, and Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island. 

— The Arts Endowment launched an experiment to 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


provide summer arts programs for young people 
in deprived areas of sixteen major cities. 

— Asa result of a $1.3 million grant from the Arts 
Endowment, and subsequent commitments of $9 
million made by private sources, an American 
Film Institute has been established to encourage 
new productions and new performers. 

— New works of music by American composers have 
been commissioned, and orchestra and opera groups 
have been supported. 

— Grants have encouraged regional theatres to bring 
live productions to many smaller cities throughout 
the country. 

— Awards have been made to painters, sculptors, 
choreographers, and young writers to encourage 
their creative efforts. 

— The National Endowment for the Humanities has 
made nearly $1 million in grants over a five-year 
period to encourage public participation in the 
humanities and to improve educational levels in 
these fields. 

— Other programs in the humanities have been sup- 
ported under provisions of the National Defense 
Education Act and the Higher Education Act of 
1965. 

— The National Collection of Fne Arts, in the old Pat- 
ent Building, was dedicated by the President in May, 
1968. And the National Portrait Gallery, in another 
part of the same building, is now open to the public. 

— The old Court of Claims at the corner of Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue and 17th Street has been approved 
for use as a museum and art gallery; restoration of 
the building will be completed in early 1969. 

In addition, Mr. President, we can take proud note of a 
most significant action taken only this morning at the 
13th formal session of the National Council on the Arts 
here in Washington. 

The Council voted to accept, as a gift to the American 
people, the American National Theatre and Academy 
(ANTA) in New York City. This gift provides the United 
States with an equity worth approximately $1.4 million. 

We plan to make this theatre available as a perform- 
ing arts center in New York City for many non-profit 
groups throughout America, many of whom have never 
before had the opportunity of presenting their creative 
talents in a truly professional atmosphere. 

These achievements, Mr. President, are the work of 
many people. But we of the Arts Council share your pride 
in this record—built by the American people—and we 
are grateful to you for giving us a chance to serve as we 
have, and to help fulfill your goals of support and encour- 
agement for the arts. 

With warm personal regards, 

ee, Rocer L. STEVENS 
Chairman 
[The President, the White House] 


NOTE: For the President’s remarks to the Council, see the preceding 
item. 
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Retrocession of Certain Jurisdiction 
Over Indian Country 


Executive Order 11435. November 21, 1968 


DESIGNATING THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR To 
AccEepT ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES RETRO- 
CESSION BY ANY STATE OF CERTAIN CRIMINAL AND 
Crvit JurispicTion Over INDIAN CouNTRY 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 465 
of the Revised Statutes (25 U.S.C. 9) and as President 
of the United States, the Secretary of the Interior is hereby 
designated and empowered to exercise, without the ap- 
proval, ratification, or other action of the President or 
of any other officer of the United States, any and all 
authority conferred upon the United States by section 
403(a) of the Act of April 11, 1968, 82 Stat. 79 (25 
U.S.C. 1323(a)): Provided, That acceptance of retro- 
cession of all or any measure of civil or criminal jurisdic- 
tion, or both, by the Secretary hereunder shall be effected 
by publication in the Federal Register of a notice which 
shall specify the jurisdiction retroceded and the effective 
date of the retrocession: Provided further, That accept- 
ance of such retrocession of criminal jurisdiction shall be 
effected only after consultation by the Secretary with the 
Attorney General. 

Lynpon B. JOHNSON 
The White House 

November 21, 1968 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:13 am, 
November 22, 1968] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11435 was not made public in the form of 
a White House press release. 


White House Police 


The President’s Remarks Upon Meeting With the Police 
for Picture-Taking. November 22, 1968 


Director Rowley, Mr. Youngblood, Major Lanier, my 
friends: 


We are getting two for the price of one. I came over 
here to thank you for what you have already done for me. 
Now I have to thank you for what you are doing for me 
now. 


I understand what this means because for 5 years, on 
occasions, there have been people who thought they were 
important, who didn’t like to show their badge or didn’t 
like to identify themselves and cause you problems. 

Anticipating what you might run into when I come 
back to town, I thought you thought that you would 
give me one of these badges so I, at least, wouldn’t start 
a ruckus. 
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I appreciate it. I thank you very much. I am going 
to prize this. It proves what I have always known. We 
cops look out after each other. 


I have told Director Rowley, Mr. Youngblood, and 
Major Lanier, and others of you individually from time 
to time what a grand group you are. But, I have never 


told all of you at one time. I wanted to do that before 
I left. 


I don’t know whether you realize it or not, but in the 
last 5 years, we have had more than 1 million people 
come here to have appointments at the White House 
or to attend official functions at the White House. 


All those people have had to be cleared and processed 
to come through the gate. And you have carried upon 
your shoulders and in your head and in your heart a 
terrific responsibility, knowing every monent that if you 
make one little mistake it could mean a great tragedy. 


You have done it without any complaining, without 
quarreling with anyone. And you have done it so effec- 
tively that very few of us have realized that there was 
such an astronomical number of appointments with the 
President and his staff. 


More than 8 million people have visited the White 
House during that period, too. They have come in the 
basement, gone through the front rooms, and visited 
the East Room and other places. You have looked them 
over, moved them in, and moved them out graciously, 
always courteously, and competently. 


So Mrs. Johnson and I are very grateful for that. We 
are proud that we have got men like you in our country. 

We are going to support you as private ctizens like we 
have tried to support you here. 

You have given us a great deal of comfort. We have 
never gone to sleep in doubt because we knew that while 
we enjoyed the luxury of a warm room and a soft bed, 
and we could sleep through the night, and some of you 
were moving around the grounds, out at the gate, un- 
locking the doors and looking after the leaders of your 
country. 

I have said this to Director Rowley often and I want 
to repeat it to you today. One of the great burdens of this 
office was lifted from my shoulders when we came through 
November 6. We had gone through a hectic campaign 
in this country when there was a great deal of violence in 
our cities. Our candidates had gone from one end of 
the Nation to the other—members of both parties. 

They had all visited the Capitol at various times and the 
White House at various times. While we had problems 
during the conventions, and problems right up through 
election night, it was men like you that made it possible 
for the leaders of the Nation to go out and see the people 
of the Nation to present their viewpoints in a democratic 
way. 

So you have had a big hand in preserving the de- 
mocracy, the liberty, and the freedom that we all treasure. 

You have conducted yourselves as gentlemen, as 
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leaders yourselves, and in every way worthy of that seal 
that you wear on your left shoulder. 

Mrs. Johnson and I, Lynda, and Luci thank you—I 
brought Lucinda out here to see you but evidently the 
nurse decided otherwise—but I thank you on behalf of 
Lucinda and Patrick Lyndon, too. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. at the North Portico of 
the White House. Prior to his remarks, Maj. Glenard E. Lanier, 


Commanding Officer, White House Police, presented the President 


with a badge, making him an honorary member of the White House 
Police. 


Water Pollution Control Advisory 
Board 


Announcement of Appointment of Four Members 
tothe Board. November 22, 1968 


President Johnson today announced the appointment of 

four men to serve as members on the Water Pollution 

Control Advisory Board. The men named by the Presi- 

dent include: 

Louis S. Crapper of Silver Spring, Md., Chief of Conservation 
Education, National Wildlife Federation. He replaces John D. 
Parkhurst for a term expiring June 30, 1971. 

Ratreu Kittie of New York, Vice President, International Paper 


Co. He replaces Everett F. Zurn for a term expiring June 30, 
1971. 


Stuart M. Lone of Austin, Texas, Editor, Long News Service. Also 
Texas Water Report and the Texas Pollution Report. He 


replaces Robert W. Patternson for a term expiring June 30, 
1971. 


Robert W. Patternson for a term expiring June 30, 1971. 

WALTER James Lopp of New York, N.Y., senior associate (Munici- 
pal Finance) Eastman, Dillon, Union Securities and Co. He will 
replace Roy T. Sessums for a term expiring June 30, 1970. 


The Water Pollution Control Advisory Board consists 
of nine members appointed by the President for 3-year 
terms. The function of the Board is to advise the Secretary 
of Interior on matters of policy relating to water pollution. 
Members appointed must be from State, interstate, and 
local government agencies and public and private inter- 

_ ests concerned with water pollution. 

The other members of the Board are: 
Epwaro P. Morcan of the District of Columbia 
STEPHEN E. REyNo tps of Santa Fe, N. Mex. 
Haske. RosEnsB.vo of the District of Columbia 


Cares Houston of Burlington, Vt. 
Ep Munro of Seattle, Wash. 


Civil Defense Advisory Council 


Announcement of Appointment of Governor Robert E. 
McNair of South Carolina as a State Government 
Representative on the Council Replacing 

Governor Otto Kerner. November 22,1968 


President Johnson today announced the appointment 
of Governor Robert E. McNair of South Carolina to 
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replace Governor Otto Kerner as a State government 
representative on the Civil Defense Advisory Council. 

The Civil Defense Advisory Council consists of 12 mem- 
bers, three of whom represent State government, three 
of whom represent local government, and six who are 
public members. Members serve 3-year terms and Gov- 
ernor McNair will complete the term of Governor Kerner 
through January 12, 1970. 


The purpose of the Council is to advise and consult 
with the Director of the Office of Emergency Prepared- 
ness with respect to national policy on civil defense. Mem- 
bers receive $50 a day while on Council business. 


White House Telephone Operators 


The President’s Remarks Upon Meeting With the 
Operators for Picture-Taking. November 13, 1968 


I wanted to come over here some time before we left 
and tell you what has been in my heart ever since I came 
here and even before I came. There are so many wonder- 
ful things about this job of being the President. You just 
hear about the bad ones. You never hear really about all 
the good things that go with it. 


We live in the house where we work. We don’t have the 
problem you have of fighting the transportation, traffic, 
and getting home through the snow, and things of that 
kind. We have someone to make all of our meals. You 
have to fix yours. I can go take a nap every afternoon. 
All of you have to work, and so on and so forth. 

And I could just relate I have a nice swimming pool 
right at the edge of my door. All of you don’t have that 
blessing. And there are just lots of things, but I think the 


nicest thing about the White House are the White House 
operators. 


I have had a great many periods of sunshine and hap- 
piness while I have been President; most of them have 
been that way. Then I have had some moments of sorrow. 
There has been a difference, but I have never seen much 
difference in the White House operators. They are the 
same all the time, cheerful, competent, extremely loyal— 
I say that in the highest sense of the word—loyal to their 


country first, their President second, and themselves way 
down along the line. 


Your greatest champions here, I guess, have been Mr. 
Watson and Mr. Hopkins, but I have tried to be too. 
I have worked to get pay increases for each of you every 
year and to try and kind of make it a standard operating 


procedure. We have tried to make the working conditions 
a little bit better. 


I am sure that I haven’t told you as often as I would 
like, really how much we care about you, but we do, be- 


cause you care so much about this country and the man 
who has the responsibility of running it. 
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So, when we leave, we won’t be calling you every 
morning, but we will still retain our connection with you. 
If you took a vote in our house, you would be surprised 
how many votes you have. 

Our two boys are gone, but that would leave six of 
us, two daughters and Mrs. Johnson and myself and 
then Lyn and Lucinda. And you would now get five 
solid votes, Mrs. Johnson and me, Luci, who is very 
fond of all of you, and Lynda, and Lyn—he does more 
business with you than anybody. And I want to thank 
you for being so nice to him. When he grows up I don’t 
know whether he will be operating a switchboard or be- 
ing a mechanic, but he is going to be one or the other, 
because he loves the telephone. And how you can cure 
him, I don’t know. 

But all day long I hear the operators saying “Hello, 
there, Lyn,” holding down three numbers with the tele- 
phone ringing. So, I want to thank you for that too. 

When we talk to the British Prime Minister or when 
we go across the Pacific to Vietnam, you always give the 
same kind of competence. 

And I think if I could have my wish as I leave 
government, after 38 years, that the thing I would like to 
have more than any other thing is to have the people 
who have worked with me feel that I had been as com- 
petent and I tried as hard, and that I had been as efficient 
and loyal as the White House operators have been. 

So, that is the way I feel about you. And that is the 
way Mrs. Johnson, Lynda, Luci, and Lyn feel. Lucinda 
is not making judgments yet; when she grows up I am 
going to teach her how. I heard an old fellow making 
a speech—who had a speech quoted one time when my 
father was in the legislature and I had not discovered 
America, I was about Lyn’s age—this fellow said, “I am 
going to teach my children to love my friends and hate 
my enemies.” And I have often thought of that political 
statement. I never teach my children to hate anyone. I 
don’t want them to hate anybody. I think it is a disease 
when you hate. But I do teach them to love. I don’t need 
to teach Lyn; he has already learned to love you and you 
love him. I want to teach Lucinda, too. 

And wherever we are, the Johnsons are going to have 
a very warm spot in their hearts for what we think is 
the real nucleus of this operation, the mainspring of the 
Presidency, where every call comes, where every call 
leaves, and I don’t know who selected you, I don’t know 
what kind of standards they use, but at the end of 8 years as 
Vice President and President I can’t think of a single 
thing that I could criticize about the White House opera- 
tors, not even the way they dress. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in the Telephone Room 
at the White House. As printed above, this item follows the text of 


the White House press release. The release was not received in time 
for inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as for- 
mal White House press releases during the period covered 
by this issue. 


November 16 


The President has accepted the resignation of John E. 
Horne as Chairman of the Federal Home Loan Bank 
Board, effective November 18, 1968. The President in- 
tends to appoint Robert L. Rand, a member of the Board 
since September 1966, as Acting Chairman. 


November 18 


The President has accepted the resignation of John 
Terrill of Cheyenne, Wyo., as United States Marshal of 
the district of Wyoming. 

George Foreman of Houston, Tex., first recipient of 
the Job Corps Award of Achievement for winning a gold 
medal in heavyweight boxing in the 1968 Olympics, pre- 
sented the President with a plaque, “In appreciation for 
fathering the Job Corps program and extending its op- 
portunities to those young Americans who sorely need an 
avenue of hope, dignity and self-respect.” 


November 20 


The Right Reverend Monsignor John F. Murphy, 
President of Thomas More College, and Dr. Frank Bris- 
ley, Chairman of the Board of Overseers, met with the 
President at the White House. 

Senator Gale McGee of Wyoming and Lawson Knott, 
Administrator of the General Services Administration, 
participated in a ceremony with the President at the 
White House designating the new post office and Federal 
court building in Cheyenne, Wyo., as the Joseph C. 
O’Mahoney Federal Center. 


November 22 


The President has appointed N. V. Petrou, president 
of the Westinghouse Defense and Space Center, to the 
National Alliance of Businessmen. Mr. Petrou will be- 
come NAB Chairman in Baltimore, replacing Jerold C. 
Hoffberger. 

The President attended a naturalization ceremony in 
the East Room at the White House, where Mrs. Johnson 
greeted the group of new citizens. 

Juan Felipe Yriat, Ambassador from Uruguay, paid 
a farewell call on the President at the White House. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 

TO THE SENATE 

NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Monday, October 14, 1968, no nomina- 


tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: The President completed his consid- 
eration of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the second session of the 90th Con- 
gress on October 25, 1968 (see 4 Weekly Comp. 
Pres. Docs., p. 1560). 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released November 19, 1968 


Remarks of the President upon presenting 
Medals of Honor to five members of the 
United States Army (advance text). 

The President’s remarks to the National 


Urban League in New York City (advance 
text). 
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